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Thomaston Route 1 Reconstruction Project
Public Advisory Committee Meeting
July 13, 2011 6-8 pm
Watts Hall, Thomaston
PAC Members in Attendance: Jonathan Eaton, John Fancy, Valerie Allis, Suzi Barbee,
Ellen Dyer, Peter Surek, Joanne Richards, Diana Beach, Prudy Netzorg, Phil Netzorg, Eve
Anderson, Olof Anderson
Members of the Public in Attendance: Peter Lammert, Anne Perkins
MaineDOT Representatives and Staff: Stephanie Clark, MaineDOT; Kevin Price,
MaineDOT; Leah Sirman, FHWA; Carol Morris, Morris Communications; Ben Ettelman,
Morris Communications
Meeting began at 6:05 pm
Carol Morris: Hello and thanks for coming to this Public Advisory Committee (PAC)
meeting for the Thomaston Route 1 Reconstruction Project. The agenda for today is as
follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Welcome
Review of today’s agenda
Review of last meeting’s road segment recommendations
Oyster River Road intersection: Possible improvements
Route 1 Improvements/Work Session #2: Beginning with the section of Route 1
east of Ship Street
Public Meeting Update/Outreach
Other items
Public comments

We have one more meeting before the public meeting where we will look at all of the
sections. At that meeting we will have the opportunity to go back and adjust or change
any of the recommendations that we have made so far.
Stephanie Clark: Thanks for coming tonight. I want to quickly review what we did at the
last meeting. We came to consensus on the parameters for the following sections of
Route 1:
• Section 1 (Route 1 Warren Line to Oyster River Road): 12-foot lanes and 8-foot
shoulders
• Section 2 (Oyster River Road to Thomaston Green): 12-foot lanes striped at 11
feet and 6 foot shoulders
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Last week we also talked about your concerns with the Oyster River Road intersection. I
met with the regional traffic engineer Dave Allen to go over the issues you expressed
and to begin to develop some potential solutions. He and I traveled up and looked at the
intersection in person. We ran some tests and discovered that the sight distance was in
fact inadequate for the speed limit. We came up with the following two improvements
for the Oyster River Road/Route 1 intersection.
Stephanie Clark presented the following two aerials of potential Intersection
Improvements with the PAC:
Aerial of Option 1:

This option has a perpendicular connection from Oyster River Road to Route 1. There
would be a dedicated right turn lane onto Oyster River Road from Route 1 southbound.
Additionally, there would be an open green space that would separate traffic taking a
right onto Route 1 from traffic taking a left onto Route 1 from Oyster River Road. There
would also be a flush concrete median that would separate traffic entering and exiting
Oyster River Road from Route 1. This would separate traffic but vehicles would be able
to drive over it if necessary.
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Aerial of Option 2:

This option also has a perpendicular connection from Oyster River Road to Route 1.
There would be a flush concrete median that would separate each of the lanes as in
Option 1. And like Option 1, there would be a dedicated right turn lane for vehicles
entering Oyster River Road from Route 1 southbound. The major difference between
this option and Option 1 is this option reduces the overall space that the intersection
utilizes by removing the green space between left and right turning traffic entering
Route 1 from Oyster River Road.
Both of these options allow left turning passengers from Oyster River Road to have
better sight distance so they can safely turn onto Route 1. Overall, these are two
concepts that we developed that are feasible and by increasing the sight distance would
make the intersection much safer.
Joanne Richards: Under these options what happens to the big tree?
Stephanie Clark: There are two trees in that intersection and for both of these concepts
the trees would have to come down. Dave Allen is also an arborist and he seemed to
believe they were both diseased.
John Fancy: The trees can be replaced.
Peter Lammert: Did you look at the option of raising Route 1 about six feet from the 40
mph sign to the wooden sign that says “Warren – Turn Left” so there is no dip in the
road that blocks the sight line? A steady rise to the intersection from Warren would
alleviate the need to improve the intersection itself. Both of those options go through a
fire hydrant as well.
Stephanie Clark: Ok, that is something that can also be looked at but can add quite a bit
of cost to the project.
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Peter Lammert: Cars cannot make the turn from Route 1 southbound onto Oyster River
Road at the speed limit, right?
Stephanie Clark: That is a smooth curve so they will be able to make the turn at speed
and there is no stop sign.
Suzi Barbee: When vehicles are traveling north on Route 1 approaching this intersection,
will it be clear to them not to turn left on the smooth curve that is designated for
vehicles entering Route 1 southbound from Oyster River Road?
Stephanie Clark: There will be sufficient signage or indicators so drivers will be aware of
how the intersection operates. This was reviewed by the safety engineer and was
approved.
Diana Beach: What happens to the part of the intersection that is currently paved but
will not be part of the road in the concepts?
Stephanie Clark: The pavement would be ripped up and it would be seeded for grass.
Peter Lammert: What is the accident ratio at that intersection?
Stephanie Clark: It is not a high crash location; we are looking at this because the PAC
requested it. We have discovered there are sight line distance issues and it makes sense
to address this intersection while we are work on the road reconstruction project.
Peter Surek: The potential impacts to the garage that is across the street from this
intersection needs to be taken into account when these concepts are being considered
because they are doing a lot of business.
Stephanie Clark: Okay, we will make sure to keep that in mind.
Joanne Richards: Both of these improvements will have a road from Oyster River Road
that connects to Route 1 right in front of the garage so if anything, this will improve
access to the garage.
Prudy Netzorg: The business that is on the Warren side of that intersection, do they pick
up the extra land that is currently a pavement?
Stephanie Clark: I doubt that MaineDOT would give up the right of way but that is
something that will be worked out later on.
Prudy Netzorg: The state would assist with access to their business and how these
concepts affect their access?
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Stephanie Clark: We will work with them on that when we get a better idea of what we
will do.
Carol Morris: At the next meeting we will want to come to some level of consensus
regarding the two options in order to make a recommendation.
Jonathan Eaton: Another thing we talked about was to try and use this intersection as a
speed calming visual break for drivers coming north on Route 1. Will one do that more
than the other?
Stephanie Clark: If you utilize the extra space on Option 2 with some plantings and a
welcome to Thomaston sign, that would serve as a visual break.
Carol Morris: The town could do some gardening and landscaping around the new trees
as well.
Peter Lammert: Most of the trucks are not going to get off the hammer until they hit
Ridgeview Hill anyway.
The members of the PAC expressed general preference for Option 2 but will revisit at the
next meeting.
Jonathan Eaton: The traffic engineer said that traffic levels do not justify the need for a
traffic circle?
Stephanie Clark: Correct, at this time the counts do not justify a traffic circle or rotary.
Now we are going to move on to the next section of the corridor, which extends from
the Ship Street to Main Street Mall. The section before this was a 12-foot lane striped at
11 feet with six-foot shoulders.
Does anyone have any opening comments?
Joanne Richards: I would like for there not to be a divider in this section so people can
take left hand turns. We had thrown that idea around last meeting.
Peter Lammert: Dividers make plowing much more difficult.
Carol Morris: Let’s review the checklist that we need to look at for each section:
•
•
•
•

Width of Travel Lane
Width of Shoulder
Pedestrian Facilities
Bicycle Facilities
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• Traffic Calming
• Drainage
• Other
Joanne Richards: What is the lane width currently in this section?
Stephanie Clark: Currently this section has 12-foot lanes and 8-foot gravel shoulders.
The lane width varies to 11-foot lanes in certain sections by the green.
Olof Anderson: From Wadsworth Street north to in front of our house RVs stop to go to
the Prison Store, will there be room for them when we make changes?
Eve Anderson: They can range from trucks pulling campers to large RVs. They pull off
into the gravel shoulder in front of our house.
Joanne Richard: There is a sign for parking behind the store, but it is very small, people
would probably pull off into that if they knew how close that was to the store.
Carol Morris: Maybe we need better signage for the parking behind the store. Do you
not want people parking in front of your house?
Eve Anderson: I don’t mind as long as they don’t block the road, although it is
sometimes hard to enter the road if it is a big RV, as it will block our view of the traffic.
Stephanie Clark: We will have curbing there, which will keep them from parking on your
grass. If the vehicles can’t get completely off the roadway to park, that might eliminate
the issue altogether.
Peter Lammert: The reason they park there is because they don’t decide they want to
stop until after they drive past the store.
Carol Morris: I think improved signage for the Prison Store should be considered. So, are
we looking at 12-foot travel lanes striped at 11 feet or narrower?
Jonathan Eaton: I would say 11-foot travel lanes so the entire stretch is getting
progressively narrower.
John Fancy: We are getting into the part of town where it is more important to deal with
the edge of the road with esplanades and sidewalks so if we have more space we can do
more with that.
Carol Morris: Do I hear any objections to 11-foot travel lanes?
No PAC Member voiced any objections to 11-foot travel lanes in this section.
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Diana Beach: There is a sidewalk on the north side, what will be on the south side?
John Fancy: The town master plan for the green calls for a large parking lot, esplanade
and sidewalk along Route 1.
Carol Morris: The developers will put those in correct?
John Fancy: Yes.
Jonathan Eaton: We don’t have a developer yet.
Eve Anderson: Will there be a sidewalk on the south side between Wadsworth and our
house?
Carol Morris: Is there a sidewalk now?
Eve Anderson: There is in front of one house and there is a complete sidewalk on the
other side of the road.
Carol Morris: Now we are getting into a tricky section, where we have an existing
sidewalk on one side so MaineDOT would be willing to replace that as part of the
reconstruction process, but the question is do we have the room or money to add a
sidewalk on the south side?
Suzi Barbee: There has to be a crosswalk there because of the trail.
Jonathan Eaton: It would be good to have a sidewalk on the south side as well because
once the green is developed that is all part of the downtown TIF district and the town is
going to want to try and tie the green together with the downtown.
John Fancy: The sidewalk on the green will be built as part of the Thomaston Green
development but it would be good if it matched and tied in to what MaineDOT does on
Route 1.
Stephanie Clark: If we put that in as a recommendation that is something that we would
have to work with the town to get a cost sharing agreement because MaineDOT will not
fund another sidewalk there.
Diana Beach: As a resident on the south side of Route 1, I would like to point out that it
is a currently a major hassle to walk dogs and get to town on the south side of the
street, especially when there is snow. I feel like we are a town that needs sidewalks on
both sides.
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Carol Morris: That is a good point and what Steph is saying is that even though that
makes a lot of sense, DOT won’t pay for all of it and the town will most likely need to
consent to a cost-sharing agreement.
Anne Perkins: There are two small sidewalks on the south side of the street by the
Netzorg’s house in front of the antique shop. I think there should be a sidewalk since
there are parts of an existing sidewalk and to leave out a 100-yard stretch between this
area and the mall and green seems like a false economy in my opinion.
Carol Morris: I think we should put a recommendation for a sidewalk on the south side
in because it is clear that there is a strong desire for sidewalks on both side and based
on the future development of the green it makes sense. So we will put this is as a
recommendation and we can look at ways to understand how it will be paid for in the
next phase.
Stephanie Clark: Exactly, it is still the PAC’s recommendation regardless of who will
ultimately pay for it, it is important to include that.
Joanne Richards: Sidewalks will also discourage parking large RVs in front of people’s
houses because of the curbs.
John Fancy: When do you think about storm drains?
Stephanie Clark: When it goes to project development, there will be underdrain in this
section but I cannot tell you where exactly the engineers will place the basins.
Joanne Richards: So no more ditches on the north side?
Carol Morris: No. So now let’s think about bikes and what we want for shoulder widths.
Right now there is a 4-foot gravel shoulder.
Jonathan Eaton: If we go down to 5-foot shoulders do we have room for an esplanade
and sidewalk on both sides?
Stephanie Clark: It looks like we would end up pushing it out a little bit.
Carol Morris: So there would be a 5-foot paved shoulder and a 5-foot sidewalk - that
would leave 2 feet for the esplanade?
Stephanie Clark: The distances are spotty throughout the section, in this section here it
widens out in certain places, and so in some places there is more room. In some places
it would have to be widened and in some places it looks like there would be plenty of
room for an ample-sized esplanade.
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Anne Perkins: What is the standard sidewalk width for ADA compliance?
Stephanie Clark: The minimum is three feet with turnouts every 200 feet.
Anne Perkins: What is your suggestion for sidewalk width? If it is smaller than the 5 feet
we have been talking about it will give us more room.
Stephanie Clark: Five feet is ideal.
Joanne Richards: I would say five feet all the way, especially because that is the size of
our sidewalk plow.
Carol Morris: If we make that recommendation on sidewalks and shoulders at 5 feet,
you may have to give up the esplanade because I’m assuming you don’t want to give up
any trees.
Diane Beach: We do not have too many trees in the esplanade; a lot are back on
people’s lawns.
Carol Morris: Okay. Do you want MaineDOT to design an 11-foot travel lane, 5-foot
shoulders and 5-foot sidewalk here so you can see it? Then, whatever is left over will be
designed as an esplanade? Or do you want to compromise the sidewalk width.
John Fancy: I think based on the sidewalk plow that we have we should stay at 5 feet so
we can plow them.
The PAC expressed general consensus that they prefer a 5-foot sidewalk.
Eve Anderson: When you were surveying, did you note where the museum of the
streets signs were?
Peter Lammert: Those can easily be picked up and moved.
Carol Morris: We still have not tackled the hitching post issue.
Joanne Richards: Can’t they be moved as well?
Carol Morris: We have not received an answer from the historic staff at MaineDOT as to
whether we can move those.
Prudy Netzorg: If we go with 11-foot lanes and 5-foot sidewalks and shoulders, are you
going to tear up the entire pavement?
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Stephanie Clark: This is a reconstruction process, so this all will be ripped up and the
roadway will be reconstructed from the sub-base up. The height of the road should be
about the same.
Carol Morris: There was a lot of conversation in the early PAC meetings that the road
profile is really high and that that was a concern.
Valerie Allis: It causes problems with ice as well.
Stephanie Clark: The sidewalk would be above the roadway with curbing. We can make
a recommendation to lower the roadway if possible but I’m not sure of the feasibility of
that.
John Fancy: We also need to remember that underneath the tar is 12 inches of concrete.
Ripping that out will be a significant undertaking and will be much more expensive.
Carol Morris: Don’t they have to look at the condition of the concrete in order to know
whether they can reuse it?
Stephanie Clark: Yes, they will take core samples.
Anne Perkins: If the concern is drainage, if there is under-draining and curb it should
mitigate the drainage issues.
Stephanie Clark: The main issue is to make sure that the roadway doesn’t drain into the
residential driveways and adjacent properties. That will be taken care of with the new
design.
Valerie Allis: My house is across from the mall area and I have a creek that runs between
my property and my neighbor’s that backs up, will they fix the drainage all the way
across Route 1?
Stephanie Clark: All of the stormwater coming off of Route 1 onto private properties will
be fixed as part of this project. They may have to replace the culvert in that area.
Anything that they can repair will be repaired and anything that needs to be replaced
will be replaced.
Carol Morris: MaineDOT will want to protect the new construction; they don’t want
water running over it. It is in the best interest of MaineDOT as well as the town to
protect the reconstruction from drainage issues, etc.
Jonathan Eaton: Is 5 feet the minimum width for safe biking?
Stephanie Clark: Yes that’s a safe width.
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Jonathan Eaton: My thought would be to have 11-foot lanes, 5-foot paved shoulders,
esplanades and sidewalks on both sides. If we hear back there is not enough width,
maybe we could give up the esplanade on the south side.
Carol Morris: So we are looking at 45 feet total in some places. We will have them
design this and see how it comes out in terms of room for an esplanade. Is that good
with MaineDOT, Steph?
Stephanie Clark: Yes, we can overlay those widths on an aerial for the PAC to see. It will
not be designed it will be conceptual.
Joanne Richards: I agree with doing away with the esplanade on the south side, the
sidewalk is more important.
Anne Perkins: Do we need to make sure that we have adequate crosswalks along this
area for Route 1 in this process?
Carol Morris: Let’s talk about them now. And remember that your job is not to figure
out how to design this, your job is to tell them what you want and see if they can design
something that meets everybody’s needs. So, where do we want crosswalks in this
section?
John Fancy: There is an existing crosswalk by the water tower trail.
Stephanie Clark: There is one at the corner of Wadsworth Street and Route 1.
Joanne Richards: There is one by the Prison Showroom and that is a good one.
John Fancy: We need to add one that crosses Route 1 by the entrance to the high
school, at the west end of the mall. There is one that goes across Booker Street, (which
is the road to the high school off of Route 1) but not across Route 1.
Prudy Netzorg: I am concerned that when the roadway and sidewalks are leveled, (as
compared to how they are currently angled up to the centerline so the center of the
road is the highest point) that this will create a very steep drop-off into my driveway.
Now it’s a gradual incline into the road. I would think that my car would bottom out or
be unable to enter the roadway due to that drop-off.
Stephanie Clark: The designers will tie-in with the driveways, although I’m not really
sure how that works. I will run that by the engineers.
Carol Morris: Can we bring a rendering of a cross-section of the roadway next time?
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Stephanie Clark: Yes, we will put it in a PowerPoint as well.
Joanne Richards: If you get down to the concrete, and it is still good will they use it?
Stephanie Clark: They will use it as a sub base, but they would construct the road on top
of it.
Eve Anderson: How far down is the concrete?
John Fancy: Depends on where you are, in some areas there is 2 to 3 inches and in
others there is at least 8 inches.
Stephanie Clark: For the cross-section I will plan on a 5-foot esplanade. Okay, now let’s
move onto the next section, which runs from Main Street Mall to Roxbury Street, and if
you’ll remember from last meeting we noted that there is a high crash location in this
section.
Carol Morris: So now we are talking about the downtown section and the area east of
downtown to the academy building. We may want to talk about these separately.
Stephanie Clark: Let’s talk about the lane widths. Currently the road width is 60 feet
from curb to curb, 27 feet from the centerline on the parallel parking side and 33 feet
from the centerline on the angled parking side.
Peter Lammert: Is that from the painted centerline?
Stephanie Clark: Yes
Anne Perkins: When the road comes south on Route 1 from that area, the travel lane is
12 feet (In front of Anne Perkin’s house), and that is probably similar downtown, not
including the parking.
Carol Morris: We don’t have the option of changing this in the downtown area. The rest
of the section we probably don’t want to make any wider.
Diane Beach: No, because people speed up when they leave the downtown area.
Carol Morris: So, 11-foot travel lanes.
Anne Perkins: The south sidewalk has a drop-off along this section.
Diane Beach: We need sidewalks on the south side.
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Peter Lammert: There are good sidewalks in front of the Watts Hall, the next block, the
Burton Block is offset and creates a difficult sidewalk alignment.
Carol Morris: Do we want to recommend the same as the previous section: 11-foot
travel lanes, 5-foot shoulders and 5-foot sidewalks on both sides?
The PAC expressed general consensus with keeping the same parameters as the previous
section.
Carol Morris: So what about the esplanades?
Anne Perkins: In front of my house there is a 12-foot roadway a 7-foot shoulder, a 9-foot
ditch, a 4-foot sidewalk and then an additional foot of right of way that the state owns.
The problem is in front of the gallery and a coupe of other houses in the section. But you
have enough existing width to accommodate those parameters. My concern is on street
parking, which is necessary.
Carol Morris: Is there legal on-street parking there currently?
Anne Perkins: I’m not sure; it is just done.
Diane Beach: My house is at 88 Main Street (Route 1); there is a pull off in front of my
house that workers use to park. The Gallery is near there and they have people who
park on Route 1, they have a parking lot but people don’t use it.
Carol Morris: So you want parking on both sides?
Jonathan Eaton: The Gallery is a business in a residential neighborhood. We allow that
as a conditional use but we don’t want to plan parking for this use in a residential
neighborhood.
Anne Perkins: I want to have parking for guests for parties at my house.
Carol Morris: So the question is what do we want to do, there are two sides to this. If
you make room for parking you are making that shoulder and entire roadway wider,
which will reduce the traffic calming effects.
Diane Beach: What are we giving up? I don’t have a sidewalk on the south side. If
someone parks there, I walk out into the road. Do we give up parking if we have a
sidewalk on the south side?
Carol Morris: Don’t forget, likely the town will have to pay for some of this, and it could
be more expensive if there are serious drop offs. We need to prioritize what is most
important.
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Jonathan Eaton: I would like to see a plan from the MaineDOT engineer that
incorporates a sidewalk on the south side and when we see their plan we will see what
the problems are. The downtown TIF district extends from the Thomaston Green to the
library. I would think it would be great to have sidewalks on both sides.
Anne Perkins: There is a ton of room on the north side of Route 1. In front of my house
you can have a bike lane, a sidewalk, parking and an esplanade.
Stephanie Clark: Average cars are 6 feet wide so with a 5-foot shoulder; cars would be in
the road a bit.
Carol Morris: Again, if we have a wider shoulder, that makes the entire road wider and
that reduces traffic calming when there aren’t any cars parked on the side of the road. I
think Jon’s idea is good, we should see what the engineers come up with.
Stephanie Clark: I want to point out that MaineDOT will not engineer the sidewalks and
then have the town decide, we will need to have an agreement in place beforehand so
we don’t spend money on engineering when it won’t be utilized. We can put some
conceptual lines on an aerial. When talking about the width, we want to stay within this
alignment; we can talk about the extra facilities taking more room on the outside of the
road but an actual realignment of the road is probably not an option, even if there is
room, due to the high cost.
Diana Beach: One of the existing calming measures in this section is people parking on
the shoulders. If we have a sidewalk, I would still like people to park there because it will
keep speeds down. In the summer there are a lot of vehicles parked on this section, I
would like a sidewalk and a 6-foot shoulder so people can comfortably park.
Carol Morris: Just remember that this will create a wider street when no cars are parked
in the road.
Joanne Richards: Also this may reduce our ability to have an esplanade and sidewalk
without taking down trees.
Peter Lammert: I only want to lose one tree; it is in the ditch right now (Mr. Lammert
pointed out the tree’s location on the map).
Diane Beach: Are any of the south side trees in the right of way?
Stephanie Clark: We have not completed the right of way survey yet; we will let you
know as soon as we have completed the surveys.
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Carol Morris: So, maybe we go with 11-foot travel lanes, 5-foot shoulder, 5-foot
sidewalk and 5-foot esplanade and see if it looks like it will work?
Anne Perkins: What about the Police Chief’s ability to pull people over?
Carol Morris: Well, you all have asked for a consistent 5-foot shoulder for traffic
calming. He might want to weigh in and we will address that in the next few meetings.
Right now we will look at the PAC’s recommendations as they have been stated and see
what it looks like.
Stephanie Clark: Also remember that we are going to have a public meeting in August
and we will make sure he knows about the widths then.
Okay, so last week when we looked at the high-crash locations we had some potential
solutions:
•
•
•
•
•

Changing Angled Parking to Parallel Parking
Converting the Angled Parking from 66˚ to 45˚
Pedestrian Bumpouts
Pedestrian Refuge Island
Pavement Markers to Highlight the Crosswalks

Carol Morris: Do we want to talk about the Route 1/Knox Street/Beachwood Street
intersection?
Valerie Allis: Have they made any decisions on the crosswalk to the post office?
Stephanie Clark: There is not much we can do at this intersection; the pedestrian
crosswalk is signalized, there is a building right there. We are conducting a turning
movements count at that intersection which will help us if we decide to redesign it.
Valerie Allis: If you are beyond the signal driving south and you want to make a left into
the post office you are already through the signal so you are just sitting there.
Diana Beach: We could solve a lot of the problems with this intersection if there was
access to the post office from the back side, via the lawyer’s office parking lot off of
Beechwood Street.
Joanne Richards: There is a chance that the US Postal Service will close that facility
though; they are looking to close some of the smaller locations.
Peter Lammert: The line to stop on the southbound side of Route 1 at that intersection
is before the entrance to the post office. The people who go too far through the stop
sign line are the problem because they get stuck in the middle of the intersection.
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Jonathan Eaton: It is a very tough intersection; you have cars coming out of the Pickwick
as well.
Carol Morris: MaineDOT has come and looked closely at the intersection and there is
not a lot that can be done given the alignment of the roads and the existing buildings.
Jonathan Eaton: The town could eliminate the right turn on red coming out of Knox and
Beechwood Street. As it is now, when you try and take a right out of Knox, you have to
get into traffic before you can see who is coming northbound on Route 1. There are
sight distance challenges there. Who decides that?
Stephanie Clark: That’s a good idea, I will check with a traffic engineer and report back
at the next meeting.
Carol Morris: So Steph will go back to the traffic engineer and look at what establishing a
no right turn on red from those two streets will do to the operation of the intersection.
Jonathan Eaton: As far as crosswalk solutions, the elevated crosswalk in the north end in
Rockland seems like it works, but it has been controversial in its early stages.
Stephanie Clark: The two issues with those are plowing and trucks going over them are
very noisy.
Anne Perkins: I would like to see the parking angle changed and bumpouts on each of
the two crosswalks.
Carol Morris: Let’s get some feedback on the potential solutions for that intersection.
How many people think that changing this intersection to parallel parking is a good
idea?
The members of the PAC expressed no interest in changing the intersection to parallel
parking only.
How many people think that converting the angled parking from 66˚ to 45˚ is a good
idea?
John Fancy: If we converted to a 45˚ angles do we gain enough space to put a median in
the center of the street?
Stephanie Clark: I don’t believe so, in that instance parallel parking would be required to
have a median in the street.
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Carol Morris: So maybe we should include converting the angled parking from 66˚ to 45˚
in the plan and float the idea at the public meeting?
Joanne Richards: Yes, that way we can find out how many spots we are going to lose so
we can let the businesses know.
The members of the PAC expressed a general consensus that they would like to see the
angled parking modified from 66˚ to 45˚ in the plan to present at the public meeting, and
they need to know how many spaces would be lost.
Carol Morris: Okay, how about bumpouts at the crosswalks?
The members of the PAC expressed a general consensus that they are interested in
bumpouts at the crosswalks.
Carol Morris: Does anybody not like the idea of bumpouts?
Peter Lammert: Plowing is an issue with bumpouts.
Carol Morris: Okay. What are your thoughts regarding a refuge island?
The members of the PAC expressed no interest in a refuge island.
We also talked about pavement markers to highlight crosswalks at the last meeting and
there was consensus on an interest in that potential solution?
The members of the PAC said yes.
Jonathan Eaton: I like the brick crosswalks in Rockland.
Joanne Richards: That would be an issue for plows as the bricks could get knocked out.
Carol Morris: Do we need any additional crosswalks?
Anne Perkins: Yes, we need one between the downtown and the academy.
Stephanie Clark: There is a crosswalk at the intersection of Erin and Robinson Street,
and one in front of the academy.
Joanne Richards: If we have a sidewalk on the south side is it imperative to have as
many crosswalks?
Anne Perkins: If we put a crosswalk by the old Irving station, that would be a good spot.
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Joanne Richards: That would be good, right by Gilchrest Street.
Jonathan Eaton: Is there enough road width at the high crash location to incorporate a
left turn lane onto Beechwood from the south and Knox from the north?
Stephanie Clark: I don’t think so, but we can look at that more closely.
Joanne Richards: That would eliminate the bike paths, parking spaces and the
bumpouts.
Carol Morris: We will establish what the implications are regarding left turn lanes.
Anne Perkins: On the north side of Route 1, I know people want to calm traffic speeds
with 11 foot travel lanes and 5 foot shoulders. Just so people have perspective; that will
give me another two feet of lawn at my house. It seems that we are not using that space
very well.
Joanne Richards: You can have a wider esplanade.
Carol Morris: Okay, great. At the next meeting we will look at the final section. I want to
talk a little about the public meeting, which will be on August 25th. We have a list of all
the Route 1 abutters and we will be sending a notice to these residents. We will also put
a notice in the town newsletter and send out a press release to Village Soup, etc. The
next PAC meeting is August 10th, which is two weeks before the public meeting. Any
other ideas as to how we might get the word out regarding the public meeting?
The members of the PAC had no additional suggestions.
Peter Lammert: I wanted to note that at the last meeting the minutes said that the paint
was reflective, it isn’t reflective until glass beads are put on the paint.
Carol Morris: So would you like to have us amend the minutes?
Peter Lammert: No, I just wanted to make sure that MaineDOT knows that the paint is
not reflective until the glass beads are added to the paint.
Stephanie Clark: Great, thanks. Thank you for all of your help and your time this evening
and we will see you next month.
Meeting adjourned at 8:03 pm.
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